
who… have had experi-
ences in early childhood 
that fostered motivation 
and provided exposure to 
literacy in use." Since 
early childhood experi-

ences with 
literacy are 
vital, parents 
must help 
foster this 
exposure to 
literacy by 
reading 
aloud to 
them while 
children are 
young, espe-

cially before they start 
formal education.  

T he literacy level of 
American children 

and adults is currently an 
enormous societal prob-
lem. In 2004, approxi-
mately 90 million Ameri-
cans lacked the ability to 
read adequately, and two-
thirds of children in the 
United States had below 
grade level reading skills 
(Weitzman, et al.1248). 
Studies have shown that 
the failure to read at 
grade level leads to frus-
tration and low self-
esteem (M. Weitzman 
and Siegel 55).   
 
In a study from the year 

2000, the National Re-
search Council concluded 
that most of the reading 
problems faced by to-
day's adolescents and 
adults might have been 
avoided or 
resolved 
in their 
early 
childhood 
years. The 
National 
Research 
Council 
found that 
"reading is 
typically 
acquired relatively pre-
dictably by children 

Crisis in Literacy 

Children Learn from Reading Aloud 

R eading aloud with 
children is vital be-

cause it helps them “learn 
new words,  
. . . learn 
about writ-
ten lan-
guage and 
see the con-
nection 
between 
words that 
are spoken and words 

that are writ-
ten” (National Institute 
for Literacy).  

 
Children start 
building vocabu-
lary and gram-
matical structure 
by hearing speech, 
but conversational 
speaking can only 
take children so 

far in this learning proc-

ess. Without frequent 
exposure to books, chil-
dren cannot gain knowl-
edge of language beyond 
that which is spoken in 
day to day life (Bus, van 
Ijzendoorn and Pellegrini 
2). Parents are critical in 
beginning this process of 
learning, since they are 
there from the moment 
of birth, ready to begin 
reading to their children. 
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cation. 
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Literacy in America is 

in decline. 

Parents and Literacy 
Helping Parents Get Involved in Education 



I n order to read aloud at 
home, parents and chil-

dren need access to books. 
The importance of owning 
books cannot be over-
stated. Studies prove a 
strong collerlation between 
book ownership and liter-
acy achievement. 
 
Jeff McQuillan’s book, The 
Literacy Crisis: False Claims, 
Real Solutions, which exam-
ines 275 literacy studies, 
aimed at discovering how 
and why children achieve 
proficiency in literacy. He 

concludes that “The only 
behavior measure that cor-
relates significantly with 
reading scores is the num-
ber of books in the 
home” (McQuillan).  
McQuillan maintains that 
owning books is more im-
portant than the style of 
teaching or any other of 
the myriad of variables in 
each child’s educational 
experience. In addition,  
McQuillan points out that 
it can be very difficult to 
read when there is no 
reading material available 
(McQuillan). 
 
In addition to having 
books available to them, 
children also benefit from 
the pride of book owner-
ship. Mem Fox, a univer-
sity professor and an au-
thor of over 30 children’s 
books, describes the im-
portance of book owner-
ship as being essential 
(Fox). She says that chil-
dren need “books and 
bookshelves of their own so 
that favourite books can 
be owned and read over 
and over again” (Fox). 

When this happens, chil-
dren read books over and 
over again, getting impor-
tant reading time that con-
tributes to proficiency and 
achievement.  
 
Without commitment of 
parents, children have little 
chance of having their 
own books and living in a 
literary environment. Par-
ents can purchase books 
or suggest them as birth-
day and holiday gifts from 
relatives and friends. If 
that is not feasible, there 
are many programs, such 
as the Ferst Foundation 
for Childhood Literacy, 
(see Organizations to Support 
Parents), which will help 
parents and children ob-
tain books for their home.  

Children as Owners of Books 

Organizations To Support Parents 

“The 

importance of  

owning books 

cannot be 

overstated.” 
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 Public Libraries 

 http://www.publiclibraries.com 

 Reach Out and Read 

 http://www.reachoutandread.org 

 Raising a Reader 

 http://www.theunitedway.com/matters/rar/index.php 

 Children’s Book List 

 http://librarybooklists.org/fiction/children/jindex.htm 

 Mem Fox’s Website 

 http://www.memfox.com/welcome.html 

Children need to 

own books. 



Bus). Indeed, I. de Groot 
and Andrea Bus found 
that reading to infants may 
be the key 
factor in 
showing 
the fam-
ily’s com-
mitment 
and pas-
sion for 
literature, 
and in es-
tablishing a 

B abies love the 
rhythms, repetitions 

and cadences of language. 
Even though babies do 
not understand the mean-
ing of the words, they will 
respond to the sounds and 
rhythms, building a foun-
dation for later growth.  

Reading to infants does 
not always feel rewarding 
for parents, and too few 
start early (de Groot and 

literary family culture (de 
Groot and Bus).  

M em Fox is an advocate for literacy. As an educator 
and children’s book writer, her whole purpose is 

to help children enjoy reading, since that is a good base 
for future achievement.  
 
She advises parents to create a warm literary environ-
ment in their home to make children into readers. She 
explains that children from a warm literary environment 
are: 

Caught up in a bookish world. At bedtime, they are 
warm and safe with a big, loving, protective parent 
beside the bed reading them stories night after night. 
In the daytime, they squeeze onto a comforting lap 
and in the security of a parent’s loving warmth listen 
to all manner of horrors and joys coming out of 
books. The relationship between parent and child 
during the stories is one of warmth and love, which 
makes the child associate books with warmth and 
love and pleasure and security. How attractive books 
become! (Fox 100). 

Fostering a Warm Literary Environment 

Babies Love Books 

Reading Aloud Checklist 
 Parents need to get excited while they read. 

 Parents should not read things they don’t find inter-
esting.  

 They should read with passion, enthusiasm and 
drama (Fox).  

 Reading too quickly is the most common mistake 
made while reading aloud 

 Jim Trelease advises to “read slowly enough for the 
child to build mental pictures of what he just heard 
you read. Slow down enough for the children to see 
the pictures in the book without feeling hurried.”  

“The 

relationship 

between 

parent and 

child during 

the stories is 

one of  warmth 

and love.” 
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Children will come to 

love books by par-

ents reading aloud to 

them. 
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